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Boar Gary, 

Of all tlio tiling you say of Lifton, the only tiling that is new is that he really 
does have somethin,,. There was a tiiaw wjien Hal, Paul, Sylvia and ary, separately, said 
this, and then iary said she had come to doubt it. I, of course, have no way of knowing, 
but after all of tide you should hoar the stuff he gave me over the phono in 10/60 .hen I 
yielded to Pii 1 s request and phoned him when I was in LA. If that is what he has, wo 1 11 
all be bettor off if he never publishes. 1 have long- believed that his psycho problem is 
one requiring tliat ho not come to an end, for that would destroy what meaning he finds 
in life. Amateur shrink* His crookedness is not nows to me, as you know*. Nor is it news 
that Liebelr ha 3 what you say. I have had details for years o It is 40 drawers of reels of 
microfilm, and much classified* I know of the ultim&te falling out with him that Sylvia 
and *%ry had. “ary told me of it when she wa3 here last year. Sylvia merely devoted some 
of henaxx more picturesque and descriptive language to him, without adding details. 

I have known his character for a long time, since before I met him. I was reminded 
long ago wheh you asked me to answer his charges. I then found evidence tliat in 19 66 lie 
offered to help Lieb ler against Lane. You may remember tliat out rich buffs asked me to go 
out and get Liebeler off of Lane's back, and tliat time I did, Liebeler flying away from 
each agreed confrontation and remaining silent until JG opened up ^eu- rich friends, 
naturally, sticking no with even my flying costs!)* The only reason 1 met with him once 
is to save Bill 0* Connell embarrassment and the Lifton treatment. 

It ha* long been at toe point where I have really wondered wliat side he is on, 
regardless of liis sickness. 1 had no proof that he had stolen from Liebeler, but I had 
assumed it* Bo you now make sense out of that He coda business and his fabrications, liis 
getting Liebeler off the hook? Liebeler roust have given him much of it. X doubt Bave 
stole all of it. They had a common interest. My question is the degree. 

I f m glad you may be corning. x ou c n stay here, as can anyone you may bring. Let me 
know the date. A *azy plans to come in August. It woud perhaps be good if the visits could 
coincide, although I can tiiinlc of advantages if they do not. Anyway, I'll give you a dose 
of aLifton you do not know. I did know and told Paul, who wouldn t believe it, tha - the 
Liebeler memo Dave used in his "book" was not from the Archives. The first page was a giveaway, 
and it is the kind of tiling Liebeler would have gladly fed Mm, no? It is different that the 
official copy I have. 

I 1 11 pick up in the a.m. I’m going to look at the new-, and then to ced. bach morning 
now I 1 111 taking a stiff hour's walk up the mountain, and it is good for me, but I am 
not getting the added sleep I should. 

After almost six hours sleeps There was once a time when I'd have been amd.ou3 to 
know what the Newcombs have done with all tliat work that advances our knowledge in any way, 
but, aside from always wanting to know whatever I may not, my cMef interest would have been 
to forestall anothe disaster. I am without your confidence in them or their work and do 
not find it possible to put any innocent explanation on their continuing relntionsMp with 
Dave after ail they knew to begin with, The one good thing Fred did of which I know, at least 
thqt I recall, he did for me, and the day for that kind of material is long since past. His 
Z work is largely rubbish and was done with the wrong print for it to liave the ideaning it 
might have. There are other excisions and we know about them much more dependably. We just 
uo not talk about them now because now they have no potential meaning or use. Tliat time 
will come and when it does we are already prepared for it, much more tlian you will know 
until you are here. If I know when it will be and can make the arrangements, for I do not 
possess this print, I will try to arrange for you to see a really good print and a really 
3I0W— motion version, where each frame has been duplicated 10 times, for example, and prints 
where individial sections have been enlarged, without the distraction of other contents of 
those frames, prints concentration on a single tiling, like JFK, etc. I have as clear a 


print as they saw, better than any tiling the Archives has except the slides, which are excellent 
there, Rankly, I have to be persuaded that any of them are capable of solid work or it 
or capable of adding meaning to anyone with a clear print as compared to the poor ones, for 
I am not persuaded that they have the knowledge that is required for understanding of any- 
thing new in it. I do not think they know enough bout the . urrounding information, what 
is iddispensible. I am trouble that LIFE would go to nuts if they reall intend to sell it, 
and any effort to sell it no.; is inconsistent with their entire history with it. Of tiiis 
I would like to have more because I have established this much of a relationship with LIFE 
on my own: what they would not let Bud, as Bay's lawyer, see, they did let me see, with 
no restrictions save that x not steal it, and that was not explicit. More, because they 
had, as I suspected, : .ore than they had said, I could have stolen dut didn't. Instead, I told 
thorn honestly tiiat they tod a valuable property they did not understand, that I believe I 
do, and that if they ever intended doing more with il> I’d tell the, what they do have. For 
the most part, nobody is in a position to understand the obvious, that having become the 
nature of modern journalism. But to return to the beginning of this passage, I am not going 
to continue to try and bo fireman for fools and knaves not to be able to hurt as they have 

It is not possible to succeed and it wastes to,* much time, when I have to as to to. much 
anyway. Mary knows what Dave has, or at loast the significant part. I think she 1ms come 
to have doubts, but because she lias it in confidence I've not pres ed her on it. I think 
her attitude to the Kewcombs has changed since you were down in Dallas, as it should have. 

They wore very nice to me as hosts, but you know what happened as soon as I left, and 
people cajablo of that ar... those v/ith whom I prefer no as eolation. 


Your report mn Bradley is iandequate. to comes aceross as you describe him, but he is 
also a wretched person, capable of real veil and up to some now. ^e made mo a few minor 
promises as the result of a great afvor I did him, and he hasn't even kept them, when 
they mean little to him. In tact, he has, without those noble souls who inow him so well/xfessx 
telling anyone, been making very bad noises -aside from Ms suit, about wMch they have 
also informed nobody. So, ox them, I remain v/ith the feeling that they long to achieve 
some t tong, tiiat it means much to thorn to think they have, and that they are incabalo of it. 
But this amoition dominates t lie in. I hope that your* visit with them is not followed v/ith you 
as mine was. 

My concern with Lifton is that he is in a position to h ve significant things, from 
what I have already told you I knew he had access to. 1 ong ago I gave you a different 
account of Ms real relationship with Lioboler than was accepted, and his record left little 
doubt. But he is sick, and he can take some tiling really go -d and twist it to find men from 
A<A ars now in thos Brown and Root tmnnels, or again return those papier-mache trees and have 
flyinii saucers removing them at night, and ruin anything good he might have. I tod assumed 
he got from Liebeler thought theft and through favor, and when I kne how hard he was 
trying to steal from me, , .ere was no problem with his morality. T. o only problem continues, 
his lack of sanity, Ms preconcepts, Ms irrationality, and these cannot bo coped with. 
Isolation will merely make Mm sicker. Naturally, if he knew nay thing of real value, I’d 
like to know it, but I've made and am making no effort. big worry is not what does he 
know that I do not but of v/tot is. he capable that can hurt us all? Your description is of 
two immorals , each disapproving the special manifestation of the immorality of the other. 

When Dave could not filch the entire tiling, he screamed when Fred wanted to take parts. 

I have to able believing any real LIFE rop would tovolet them get in a position where they 
could really do either. As I have in anyone trusting either. If you can expand my knpwlodge 
in any way, I'd like it, but I do not think they told you anything significant and dependable. 

I saw the draft of Sylvia's piece on J orman? welin, gave her a criticism oh approved, 
and have seen the finished form and Benin's response. It is a fine piece v/ith some good 
content, but it ± 3 , again, the ghost of a ghost. We are far past such tilings in our knowledge 
and I think that, essentially, they are a futility. Proving official dishonesty is like 
-roving the sun will rise now. 


Yhe Clinto stuff appears solid. I had nothing to do with it, but I wa. impressed by 


J 


the witnesses. I have _iven that aspect it a dimension it didn't liave indonendentlv iw 
witnesses and I have thorn on tape. I regret you will not bo here long eno^Ko S*s!lch 
* and I really wonder if it is worth the time. V/e know that Chau was not truthful, 
waht is not as clear as it could bo i3 why. I suspect that what I told you is tho case what 
you also seen to think, tliat ho had other involvements. I renain with too beliefs undhaken: 
he was Clay Bertrand and he had a CIA function or functions. There is nothing new ™ ™ 

^ Uin L y ! U Vbia ’ ^ y0U to0 ' ; ;;0Eie of it if y° u real 211 ° f COUP. ho housod at least too 
1 - iaturo of bis legitimate employment made some of tliis inevitable. 

oSj^wiS mo^ f ’-i Ut thut ±0 ^thingthat can beestablished 

T Vo I knowledge, i hope Jackie will decide to lot me know whatever she does know 

, 'r 1 “ 0re significant secrets than this about personal lives, including more tlian one 

about the internationally important. You know at least one. But I gue^Jackic do^JT If 

w'“? r r al °;’ f- lrou « •*“ I'U 3ho„- you a file B „» SS £%£S?z U JZ 
m that OOUld be *° X* •»*, Involving 

to v, y ° u read ™ clearly on the Kay incarceration. There is no rush, but it would be good 

s ~ - — »- x 

cc Oil il O^mors, I can help them. I havesome and can get tho rest of what they*! want. 

stiff V tv !! f ° rt t0 tone . L ' iy . Huscles 31101 re<i «cing the pace of aging, I'm taking a real 
^ J mo ” un ^ ” is Possible, We may have rain soon, so I may not do it 
na^ Mr the mountain here, you'll know that four miles in it, at a brisk 

hf i’i f f ;t stee P iUlls « ia work, so that the descent is not easy! I fear IT not 

a „ because when I tried yesterday, there were three vicious dogs. They 

y the latest pojt to which l can ascend on the road, and I'm not about- t tackle 
the jungLe. But 41 will have bre, defast soon and if it is not rainin/ 1' n !l ?, 

IT^il’bS U WS ^ a ffi* f P «? »T Vi0rk - that I intend i^about 

t-*T s r?^ 0ffiCial> unquestionable and ver^t 

middav v^S i£ l°f If 1 ** 3,1 a ^' at » ^ been on the phono to Mm 

whole Prosecution and tho judge, who rung another in, 'were up to 
k U 4 . .,., . " , ^ improper, and it involved making the evidence unavailable. Bay notliinp- of this 

2 Z ; evon f ? rea ! w “* do?ended <*««« *** ^ i XL? cX 
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Hal 1 3 ® ms to be getting interested again. He describes the girl in iiurope as his 

MvT^ h ° • iw ” ” ouid d »“ i - * 

£lad you had so ^ood a tine. We all need these things, iou did what ^ lvver >'ar) 
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